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LETTER FROM 

Dear Friends,

2022 was a record year for Forward Justice Action Network. This year we officially launched
the organization as we are committed to being a catalyst for transformative change by
supporting social justice movements at the forefront of creating a “Third Reconstruction” in
the United States.
 
We are so excited to share with you here all that we have accomplished and the beginnings
of what we hope to vision as we move forward and determine what advocacy in a new
political paradigm looks like in the third reconstruction. 
 
In North Carolina, in partnership, we led a coalition to advocate for new district attorneys in
three key areas Wake County, Durham County, and Forsyth to usher in a new criminal justice
reform agenda.
 
Across the South, we brought together 100 social justice and community leaders in our
region to reclaim what it means to build self in power and to build power in the South. We
did this by organizing our inaugural 2022 “Grounding the South” Conference in New Orleans
at the headquarters of our partners at V.O.T.E.

We supported the National Poor People’s and Low-Wage Worker Assembly and Moral March
on Washington, DC, the largest gathering of poor and low-wage people in DC since the last
Poor People's March in 2021.
 
We are thrilled with all we have done this year. Still, we know this is just the beginning of
what is possible as we continue to organize, advocate, and build our political power to
realize racial justice movement agendas. We ask that you join us in our mission to change
the South to change the nation.
 
Sincerely,

Ashley, Caitlin, and Daryl

CO-DIRECTORS
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Our Leadership
Founded in 2019, we serve as a strategic partner for nonprofit
organizations, coalitions, and networks at the forefront of
movements organizing for a more just, equitable, and free South.
Our work catalyzes success for movements and expands democratic
opportunities for people affected by injustice. Our key strategies
include communications, narrative change, legislative and legal
advocacy, community organizing, and base-building.

Ashley
Marshall Caitlin Swain

Daryl
Atkinson Attica Scott



Grounding the 
South



Forward Justice Action Network (FJAN) is committed to being a catalyst for transformative change at
the forefront of creating a “Third Reconstruction” in America. We began the work of connecting
movement partners and building power in the South by hosting the inaugural “Grounding the South
Conference” in New Orleans at the headquarters of our partners at V.O.T.E. We connected with
people and partners in the South who share our vision of a world that’s more loving and equitable,
coming together to build a Third Reconstruction, build political power, and reimagine community
justice and safety.
 
We are grateful that we had the opportunity to gather in New Orleans to build and reconnect with
family, friends, and peers in the region. In partnership with SpiritHouse, Voice of the Experience, and
Repairers of the Breach, we created a space where we filled the air with movement song and
celebration, honored our loved ones and comrades who’ve transitioned, and shared space to name
the challenges of our time and visions for how we move the work forward.
 
One of the key outcomes of the gathering was to support the Mississippi Rapid Response Coalition
and the residents of Jackson, M.S., who did not have clean drinking water for months. We sent local
organizers home with water to take back to their community, collecting donations on site, uplifting
the issue on our social media channels, and connecting them with partner organizations that
mobilized to provide ongoing local support on the ground. 
 

A catalyst for transformative change





FEDERAL
ADVOCACY



June 2023 will be ten years without federal protections for voting rights in this country. Under
this reality, we stand in the gap to ensure our people are safe and protected when they exercise
their vote. But we know federal protection is a must. In this long struggle for voting rights, we are in
deep partnership with the National Poor People’s Campaign to advocate on the federal level for the
need to pass federal protection for voting rights through the Freedom to Vote Act and the John
Lewis Voting Rights Act. 
  
For a fair and accessible democracy, we need automatic Voter Registration, and Election Day should
be a holiday, Same Day Voter Registration, Voting Restoration for Individuals previously incarcerated
for felony convictions, Ban for Partisan Gerrymandering, and so much more.
 
We were proud to stand with thousands of people from across the country at the Mass Poor People
and Low Wage Workers’ Assembly and the Moral March on Washington and to the Polls on June 18th
to call and demand we center the poor in our laws, policies, and politics. 
 
We know it is not enough to unite in D.C. and not hold our elected officials accountable in our home
states. We vowed to organize around the 7 Steps To The Midterms, A Movement Declaration to
Reconstruct American Democracy, for our votes are not supports but demands to be heard and to
take action. We vote for our people and our lives. We vote to summon a Third Reconstruction that
can birth us out of an impoverished democracy and usher in a new world.
 
We are proud to join this movement to fight for a nation that leads with love, truth, justice, and
equal protection. 

Advocating for Federal Voting Rights Protections

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDGGbCNKutjwJ1yXAR9WxkAy7atMYZ98-Va-_o3FUfMdD8T-MwWVw7AySnZkeYhUI-dTuh45EBifCHzrT2d8z3alovisgHTIPLhdILRgqhhsDK-13n2fQ618Mve_hKqGxLpDH__qEBA6BV9LpSIa2Pqate4-QtPOxJfqromtAJeNE57v9z6POLfGWnZzXtW0l0jHBe-kXRB0yXn24dkNDDN8atGU3N6xk5C8gE7KSTlFg9H0jDWzR_up8XwwBMLuZqpLgr5dZDGlFAN39ROuk0R3BepdTvIIyLEgkxk_3YTCF/3m5/3gtSBoRmQPiEP5GmEUB2tg/h0/FjALZggE0EA6cBYieVJdTNe2fb6YN4Y3aprVpqBJWFY
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/june18/?link_id=1&can_id=5f894428645be0b58a8f4a945784ff74&source=email-west-coast-assembly-happening-tonight-2&email_referrer=email_1548024&email_subject=we-are-officially-one-month-away
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/7steps/




North
Carolina



Four County District Attorney
Accountability Campaign

In 2022, FJAN and movement partners continued to “Expand the We” in “We in the People” by educating,
agitating, and organizing low-propensity voters, particularly people with criminal records and their families, to
participate in upcoming District Attorney and Sheriffs elections in targeted jurisdictions across the state.
Building on our foundational work in 2018, Forward Justice, Durham For All and Spirithouse spearheaded the
c(3) and c(4) tables that resulted in the historic first-time election of Satana Deberry. 

Since her election, Deberry has proven to be the most progressive prosecutor in the state. She has the
largest number of post-conviction, emergency release motions related to the COVID pandemic and the
largest amount of DA-initiated debt relief for people with outstanding fees and fines. Additionally,
Durham has seen a reduction in the conviction-based prison population from the year Deberry took office in
2018 (954), 2019 (880), to 2021 (698). 

In North Carolina, both the District Attorney and Sheriff are elected public officials who wield considerable
power in the prosecution of all criminal matters. FJAN and our movement partners know the importance of
these local elections towards fulfilling our long-term goals of organizing what FJAN Board Member Norris
Henderson refers to as the “Sleeping Giant”, low propensity directly impacted voters committed to ending
mass incarceration. 

We implemented this strategy by engaging in voter education through report cards, mobilization, and
issue-based advocacy in the District Attorney elections in Wake, Mecklenburg, Forsyth, and Durham
counties. While we implemented an aggressive grassroots campaign in four counties, we were ultimately
successful in Durham with the re-election of Satana Deberry.
  

2021: violent crimes went down  12%
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We are on a mission to mobilize and build the
political power we need to sustain our victories as
we work to realize our Third Reconstruction of racial
justice, human and civil rights, a fair and free
democracy, and economic justice. 

Become a supporter of FJAN to help us scale
faster by investing in our technology, expanding
our team and investing in the movement work. 

Sign up for a newsletter to receive insights from
the Forward Justice Action Network team, hear
about success stories, and stay current on urgent
needs, and mobilize opportunities from our
community. 

JOIN THE WORK AHEAD!

https://fjan.org/
https://fjan.org/donate/
https://fjan.org/


STAY UP-TO-DATE

@forwardjusticeactionnetwork

@FJActionNetwrk

@ForwardJusticeActionNetwork

Thank you to our board members:
Nia Wilson, Co-Executive Director of Spirithouse

Christian Motley, Senior Advisory Results for America
Reverend Erica Williams, Director of Set It Off Movement

Norris Henderson, Executive Director of V.O.T.E
 
 

Forward Justice Action Network
One Copley Way, Suite 302

Morrisville, NC 27650
 

Forward Justice is a Section 501(c)(4) charitable organization, EIN 84-2032850. Financial
information about this organization and a copy of its license are available

from the North Carolina State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 919-814-5400.
 

www.fjan.org

http://voice.google.com/calls?a=nc,%2B19198145400

